
Understanding (and Respecting) International Day of the World’s 

Indigenous Peoples 

There are nearly half a billion Indigenous people worldwide. They speak more than 

half of the world’s 7,000 languages and represent more than 5,000 unique, vibrant 

cultures. International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is a globally 

recognized opportunity to promote and protect the rights, cultures, and lands of 

Indigenous people and their communities. 

Indigenous Peoples are also known as Native, First, and Aboriginal Peoples. They 

form culturally distinct societies that share rich ties to their ancestral lands, which 

form the foundation of their culture, spiritual beliefs, and personal identities.  

Many Indigenous Peoples’ cultures stretch back thousands of years, providing them 

with unique perspectives and knowledge invaluable to their societies and the global 

community. Indigenous Peoples often have distinct languages, cultures, religions, 

and political systems.  

What is International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples? 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, observed annually on August 

9, has two primary goals. First, the day recognizes and celebrates the valuable 

diversity and cultures of the world’s Indigenous people. It represents an annual 

opportunity to shine a global spotlight on the ongoing achievements, contributions, 

and successes of Indigenous people.  

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples also serves as an opportunity 

to reaffirm a commitment to addressing the pervasive issues faced by Indigenous 

people worldwide, like marginalization, environmental and economic exploitation, 

and cultural erasure.  

The observance began with a declaration by the United Nations General Assembly in 

December 1994, to mark the first meeting of the U.N. Working Group on 

International Populations, held Aug. 9, 1982. This group provided the first formal 

platform for Indigenous people to share their experiences, perspectives, and 

concerns with the international community.  

Did you know the United Nations Decade of Indigenous Languages started in 2023? 

Through 2033, the U.N. will promote initiatives that uplift Indigenous Peoples’ rights 

to freedom of expression, public participation, and education in their native tongue. 

The U.N. will also work to improve access to resources that support the 

preservation and revitalization of Indigenous languages at risk of extinction.  

Here are two great ideas for respectfully celebrating International Day of the 

World’s Indigenous Peoples:  

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/08/09/default-calendar/international-day-of-the-world-s-indigenous-peoples?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/08/09/default-calendar/international-day-of-the-world-s-indigenous-peoples?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/indigenous-peoples/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com#whoareindigenouspeoples?
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/11/climate/nature-conservation-30-percent.html?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/11/climate/nature-conservation-30-percent.html?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us.html?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us.html?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://en.unesco.org/news/upcoming-decade-indigenous-languages-2022-2032-focus-indigenous-language-users-human-rights?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com


Learn more about Indigenous struggles: Raising awareness is one of the 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples' founding goals. Learning about 

the current political, environmental, and cultural issues facing Indigenous Peoples is 

a great way to observe the holiday.  

Support indigenous organizations: Another great way to observe the holiday is 

by donating to indigenous organizations that labor year-round to bring awareness 

and solutions to the issues facing Indigenous communities. A few great options 

include: 

• Cultural Survival: Cultural Survival is on an international mission 

to advocate for Indigenous communities’ right to cultural preservation, 

political resilience, and self-determination.  

• The Indigenous Environmental Network: The Indigenous Environmental 

Network was founded in 1990 to develop mechanisms that empower 

Indigenous communities to protect their sacred lands, water, air, natural 

resources, and the health of Indigenous people and all living things.  

• Indspire: This Canadian Indigenous nonprofit invests in the education of 

Indigenous people for the long-term benefit of these individuals, their 

families and communities. 

• The American Indian College Fund: This organization is the largest 

Indigenous group in the United States that provides financial support to 

Native Americans attending college or graduate school.  

• Coordenação das Organizações Indígenas da Amazônia 

Brasileira (COIAB): The largest regional indigenous organization in Brazil, 

COIAB's mission is to defend the rights of indigenous peoples to land, health, 

education, culture, and sustainability. 

Source: The Diversity Movement – TDM Library. 

https://circleacts.org/best-indigenous-people-charities-nonprofits/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/about?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.ienearth.org/about/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://www.ienearth.org/about/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://indspire.ca/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://collegefund.org/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://collegefund.org/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com
https://coiab.org.br/?ref=tdmlibrary.thediversitymovement.com

